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MOBILE THEATRE GUILD
1950 - 2000: Fifty Years of Excellence



Father Anthony Zoghby
Mobile Theatre Guild founder

Mobile Theatre Guild began during 1950 as an outgrowth of a summer drama project when campers at
Battles Wharf presented an original script The Tea Party, written and directed by Father Anthony Zoghby.



MTG Award Winners

Community theatre would be nothing without its cadre of dedicated volunteers. We gratefully acknowledge the
contributions of all those who have worked for the MTG, both on stage and behind the scenes, and we pay special tribute
to those who have been recognized with our cherished Conway, Carre and Zoghby awards.

Danny Thomas Conway Memorial Award
Recognizing those who efforts contribute significantly to the welfare of Mobile Theatre Guild both on- and offstage.

Danny Conway 1984
Rusty Johnson 1985
Tom Perez 1986
John Armour 1987
Daniel Mainwaring 1988
Sharon Cobb 1989
Ed Shaffer 1990
Reenie Aldes 1992
Louis Courie 1993
Rebecca Britton 1994
Sue Ellen Gerrells 1995
Jim Faust 1996
Carey Golden 1997
Paul Christensen, Paul Shelley 1998
AllenLyle 1999

Jerry Carre Award
Recognizing those who contribute significantly to MTG in an offstage capacity.

Jerry Carre 1984
Anne Scott 1985
Enid Laden 1986
Sally Pearsall 1987
Bob Sheftield 1988
Hillary Herbert 1989
Nick Kearney 1990
Mary duBruyne 1991
Susan Koffler 1992
Barbara Baughman 1993
Robin Pool 1994
Leonard Aldes 1995
Sherrick Sandy 1996
Stan Chapman 1997
Rebecca Britton 1998
Louis Courie 1999

Zoghby Memorial Award
For Outstanding Leadership & Dedication

Louis Courie 1998



Mobile Theatre Guild
1950 - 2000: Fifty Years of Excellence

The Mobile Theatre Guild is proud to be a member of Alabama Conference of
Theatre and Speech, Southeastern Theatre Conference, American Association of WC’IS
Community Theatre, and the Mobile Arts Council.

Mobile Theatre Guild is sponsored in part by the Mobile Arts Council and the ﬁ\
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Alabama State Council on the Arts and Humanities, with the Assistance of the trrvcrt -
National Endowment for the Arts, a Federal Agency.



The Mobile Theatre Guild
1950 - 2000: Fifty Years of Excellence

A cultural tradition for 50 years, the Mobile Theatre Guild celebrates its Golden Anniversary during the 2000 season.

Mobile Theatre Guild began during 1950 as an outgrowth of a summer drama project when campers at Battles Wharf
presented an original seript The Tea Party, written and directed by Father Anthony Zoghby.

Father Zoghby headed the theatre group for the next 15 years of growth and organization during which time numbers of
his original plays, musicals, skits, and revues were presented. In 1954, the group received its state charter, and during the
1957-58 season moved into its present home at 14 North Lafayette Street. Before this time, plays were presented in
various halls, theatres, libraries, and once even in a county courtroom.

Several additions to the original structure including a green room, make-up room, dressing rooms, and expanded backstage
arcas have been made through the years. Last season the prop loft and stage floor were rebuilt, the orchestra pit was
“rediscovered” and put back into use, and the patio and front walk were relandscaped. This season, new lighting and
newer seats have been installed in the auditorium.

Beginning with Dames At Sea in the summer of 1972 and continuing through the decade, Tom Pocase presided as resident
director. His most outstanding directing credits at the Guild included: Private Lives, The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-
in-the-Moon Marigolds, Cabaret, and Sweet Charity.

A new era was ushered in at the Guild during the 1984 season when Michael McKee became resident director. The Guild
sought to become “Mobile’s Off-Broadway Connection” producing new and award-winning plays which had their debuts
in New York’s smaller playhouses. Under the direction of Mr. McKee, Mobile Theatre Guild also became an active and
widely recognized participant in the American Association of Community Theatre (AACT) festival (a competition arena
for amateur theatres). The Guild has since won numerous state, regional, and national honors with its productions of 4
Walk in the Woods, A Life in the Theatre, Marvins Room, Womenfolks, and Smoke on the Mouniain. The culmination
came with 1997’s production of Smoke on the Mountain placing first place nationally and Mr. McKee being cited for his
outstanding direction. Additionally, for bringing regional and national attention to the state of Alabama, he was awarded
the Marian Gallaway Award for outstanding contribution to the state of Alabama by the Alabama Conference of Theatre
and Speech.

Throughout its 50 year history, the Guild has been fortunate to see many of its participants depart to work in legitimate
professional theatres and garner many prestigious awards. These include: Louise Quick, who became Bob Fosse’s assis-
tant choreographer; Linda Zoghby, an internationally acclaimed operatic soprano; Vicki Powers, a stage, screen, and
television actress/singer; Vanessa Nolan O’Meara, who worked in Los Angeles as casting director of “Sesame Street’s™
animation department; Hiram Taylor, playwright; Beth Stomps, Alabama’s Miss America 1998; and Myra Barginear,
Mississippi’s Miss America 1998 and National Miss America finalist.

As proud members of Alabama Conference of Theatre and Speech, Southeastern Theatre Conference, American Associa-
tion of Community Theatre, and the Mobile Arts Council, the Mobile Theatre Guild encourages all Mobilians to take an
active interest in local cultural opportunities. It is involved in educational outreach, bringing guest lecturers into local
schools, as well as “Conversations” with the audience at the theatre. New faces are always welcome both on stage and
back stage at the Guild, and our shows are never “closed” to the public.

As MTG celebrates this landmark anniversary, its desire for Mobile and the Arts is a greater future based on its great
heritage. You, your family and your friends are invited to join the Guild in celebration of its Golden Anniversary by
attending the remaining productions of this season and by introducing young people and non-theatre goers to the “Guild
Experience.”

—Anne Scott

































